Call of tlfe Azhar: The Malay Students
Sojourn in Cairo Before World War 11

By
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Who or when the first Malay set foot on Egyptian soil is difficult to ascertain
because the existing information does not shed much light on it. The Malay
literary work Hrkayat Hang Tuak claimed that in a mission to Rum, the legen-
dary Malay hero Hang Tuah, stopped in Egypt and stayed there for three
months as a guest of its grand vizier.! Reports by Venetian sources, however,
showed that there was an active Achehnese trading activities in Cairo, at least
until the middle of the sixteenth century.? Egyptians, on the other hand, had
been in contact with the Malay World since pre-Islamic times and available

1 See Kassim Ahmad (annotated with new introduction), AHkayat Hang Tuah, Kuala

Lumpur, Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, 1993, pp. 541-546. |
2 CR Boxer, “A Note on Portuguese Reactions to the Revival of the Red Sea Spice
Trade and the Rige of Atjeh, 1540-1600", Journal of Southeast Asian History, Vol. X, No.

3, December 1969, p. 419,
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historical evidence shows that their traders extended their activities With p,

Indians to the Malay Peninsular and beyond to China.?
n

Following the demise of Arab trade é?ﬂd the triumPh of the Wester, i
time powers, Egyptian traders ceased their operations in the Eastern trag, i
also their relation with the Malay World. Refnewed contact between then, %
emerged again in the closing years of the mnfeteerftl? century when Malay g,
dents began to visit Cairo to complement their religious knowledge after oy,
pleting their earlier education in Makkah.

The emergence of Cairo as a significant intellectual destination for the
Malays was related to the importance of the University of al-Azhar as Mang
ol lm and Karbat ai*lim.* The university which was part of the al-Azhar Mosque,
was noted by Hurgronje as “the Athens of Shafi'i learning”, and was highly
regarded as a prestigious academic religious institution by Muslims at large,
including the Malays.$ Despite its long prominence, it is only known to have

3 See Arnold Wright & Thomas H. Reid, 7%e Malay Pennsnsula. A Record of British Frogres
in the Middle East, London, T. Fisher Unwin, 1912, p. 12; H.G. Quaritch Wales, “The Sabaens
and Possible Egyptian Influences in Indonesia”, /MBRAS, Vol. XXIII, Part III, 1950, pp- %
37.

4. Mona Abaza, “Some Research Notes on Living Conditons and Perceptions Amoé
indonesian Students in Cairo”, /ournal of Southeast Asia Studies, Vol. 22, No. 2, Seper
ber 1991, p. 355.

5. Snouck Hurgrone, Mekka in the Latter Part of the 19th Contury, Leiden, EJ. B
1?70, P. 185. There are a number of writings published in Malay journals which sho¥
high Malay regard for the University of al-Azhar, which was established in 361AH/9TA
i;;:”m;k’ see Al-Azhar. Tempat Pelajaran yang Terlebih Tua Dalam Dunia",
o December 1928, p. 25: Persakabatan, Vol. 1, No. 15, 23 November 1

.l':dlwmh ;l-ml:uda atDiniyan al-Islamiyah, Penang). See also Muhammad 1,;;t;ib114 i
changing mdan Sehm,( Mayalak Dian, No. 106, February 1978, PP- lwly md*
tored s re, ¢ the university from conservative to modernist were €%
%04 %wwlmby the journal /-/&kwan (“Parlimen Mesir dan akAzhar™ :nm”‘“
sk Vet 1 NDD- 13-14; “Mesir Di Antara Tua dan Kaum Muda. pembahw’. )
1, No. 7, '16 Mm':h 0. 7, 16 March 1927, pp. 137-138; “Perubahan Dalam alhs W
1927, Dp. 137-138; “Perubahan Dalam al-Azhar Dari Kau™ 1::;' Mes

M C)
uda’, Vol. 3, No, 5, 16 January 929, pp. 156-157; “Pelajaran Aga™
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received its first Malay student, Shaykh Wan Ahmad bin Muhammad Zain al-
Fatani, in the early 1870s°. Later on, it was through his personal encourage-
ment that the university began to attract an increasing number of Malay stu-
dents, particularly those who had studied in Makkah, to proceed with their

studies in Cairo’. The most famous among these early Makkan-educated Malays
to study there was Shaykh Tahir Jalaluddin®.

In the early decades of the twentieth century, when al-Azhar was still not
a popular intellectual destination for Malays as compared to Hijaz, it was its
pioneering Malay students who played the main role in encouraging parents to
sent their sons to further their studies in Cairo. These students wrote to Neracka
extolling the advantages of continuing their education in Egypt and tried to
allay fears for their safety while studying there®. A notable role in encouraging
Malay students to study in Egypt was also played by individuals, such as Shaykh
Abd al-Aziz Affendi alSuhaimi, a close associate of Shaykh Rifaah al-Tahtawi al-

Vol. 2, No. 7, 16 March 1929, pp. 217-218. (Accompanying the article was a picture of
the committee which revived the education at the university). For the history and devel-
opment of the institution, see J. Jomier, “al-Azhar”, Encyclopaedia of Islam, (New Ed.)

Vol. 1, Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1960, pp. 813-821; Bayard Dodge, Al-Azkar: A Millennium of
Muslim Learning, Washington D.C., The Middle East Institute, 1961, AS. Azkar and
Politics, Kuala Lumpur, A-Rahmaniah, 1988, pp. 7-74; Jorg Kraemer, “Tradition and Reform

at Al-Azhar University”, in Benjamin Rivlin and Joseph S. Szyliowics (eds.), 7he Contem-
porary Middle East. Tradition and Innovation, New York, Random House, 1965, pp. 338

344; Afaf Lutfi al-Sayyid Marsot, “The Beginnings of Modernization Among the Rectors

of al-Azhar, 1798-1879", in William R. Polk and Richard L. Chambers (eds.), Begimnings
of Modernization in the Middle East. The Ninettenth Century, Chicago, The University of

Chicago Press, 1968, pp. 267-280.

6. Wan Mohd. Shaghir Abdullah, Fatawa Tentang Binotang Hidup Dua Alam Syeskh

Ahkmad AL Fataws, Kuala Lumpur, Penerbitan Hizbi, 1990. p. 36.

7. The major trend among Malay studens to go first to Makkah and then proceed to

Cairo to continue their studies persisted until in the 1920s. For example, in September

1924 it was reported that eleven Malay students at a-Azhar. See Pemgasok, Vol. 7, No.

;59-;7“11“::::;’08"‘;9;‘ A‘l:d::hh, AlAllamak Syeikh Ahmad al-Fathani. Akli Fikir dan

Dxnia Melays, Kuala Lumpur, Khazanah Fathaniyah, 1992, p. 19 [footnote 12 (3)].

9. See for example Neracks, Vol. 2, No. 44, 31 July 1921, p. Z Neracka, ol. 3, No. 63,

11 December 1912, p. 4.
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Jawhari, Principal of al-Azhar University. For instance, in October 1924, b,
traveled to Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies to explain the advantage,
of pursuing higher education at al-Azhar to the general Malay public, anq gaw
recommendations for those students who wished to further their studies there

It was only after World War 1 that Egypt managed to attract an increasing
number of Malay students to further their education at al-Azhar University
particularly in the early 1920s. This was attributed to by the rise in income's
resulting from the boom in rubber prices which enabled more parents to send
their sons to further their studies in Cairo'. Even though most of the Maky
students who went to Cairo studied at al-Azhar University and the education
given there was free of charge, it was also necessary for them to acquire ad-
ditional lessons given elsewhere to complement their knowledge. The lessons
given in these private institutions were charged with fees ranging from the
cheapest, at $60 with only books provided, to $500 with all inclusive; food,
lodging and books'. Apart from these expenses and an estimated allowances
of about $500 as living expenses while in Cairo, some $300 in addition Was also
needed for travelling costs. Since a relatively sound financial backing was needed
to support a student at al-Azhar, only well to-do or well-connected families could
afford this kind of education for their sons.”

Apart from economic reasons, there were certain other factors which e
plained why these years also saw more Malay students deciding to study at &
Azhar University. The major contributing factor was the tendency of those ¥"
had completed their studies related to the madrasah system of education ¥
Malaya to continue their studies in Cairo, rather than in Makkah, where
latter educational system was better adapted to the teaching method used &
the swrass and mosques.™*

/

10.  See Pemgasoh, Vol. 7, No. 159, November 1924, pp. 7-8. . uni«»"‘i
11 William R. Roft, 7ke Origins of Malay Nationalism, Kuala Lumpur, Pe? =
Malaya, 1980, p. 88.
::2; See Serwan Askar, Vol. 3, No. 29, February 1928, p. 578.
i VN?knum R Roﬁ The Origins of Malay Nationalism,p88. e stare of Kel®

- Abdul Aziz, *Approaches to Islamic Religious Teaching It *
Between 1860 and 1940", SAR/, Vol. 1, No, 1, January 1983, p. 94-
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The opening of more madrasaks throughout the Malay Peninsular in the
early twentieth century further enhanced this trend, as in the case of Kelantan,
where there was a noticeable increase in the number of students continuing
their studies in Cairo following the establishment of Madrasah Muhammadi at
Kota Bharu in 1917." Similarly in Penang, a comparatively greater number of
students pursuing their studies in Cairo occurred only after the establishment
of Madrasah al-Masriyyah in 1906 and Madrasah al-Mashhor al-Islamiyyah in
1919.'®

The availability of convenient transportation was also a contributing factor
which enabled Malay students to proceed to Cairo. Egypt was located on an
important shipping route for steamships plying between East and West through
the Suez Canal. This, further heightened during the boom years, and facili-

15.  Pengasoh on 8 October 1925 reported that four students from Kelantan, Haji Ahmad
Awang, Mustafa Chik Tengah, Nik Jaafar Nik wan and Wan Adam Haji Wan Abdullah were
furthering their studies at the Univeristy of al-Azhar. Mustafa Cik Tengah however, died a few
months after arriving in Cairo. In the following year (see Pemgasok, Vol. 9, No. 204, 22
September 1926) it was reported that Dato’ Perdana Menteri was sending his second son, Nik
Mustafa Fadhil to Cairo, together with the son of the Qadi of the Shariah Courtin Kota Bharu,
Wan Yusoff Haji Wan Hussein, to further their religious studies there. Both of them left for
Cairo on 14 September 1926.

16. The exact number of students from these schools who went to further their stud-
ies in Egypt is difficult to trace. Among the early batch of students from Madrasah al-
Masriyyah who went to further their education at al-Azhar were Shaykh Junid Tola,
Hussein Said and Mohd. Zain Noh who went there in 1922. Meanwhile, it appears that
a substantial number of students from Madrasah al-Mashhor only went to further their
studies there in the middle of the 1920s. For example, it was reported that on 13 De-
cember 1925 twenty seven students had arrived in Cairo, of whom four were from the
alMashhor (see Serwan Aghar, Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 17). One of these students was Haji Abu
Bakar Ashaari (see Prof Dr. Harun Din, “Syeikh Abu Bakar AkAshaari: Ulama Tegas
Dan Berani”, in Abdul Rahman haji Abdullah, Gerakan [slah Di Ferlss. Separah Femikiran,
Kuala Lumpur, Penerbitan Pena Sdn Bhd., 1989, p. 101; Arrajaa, Vol. 2, No. 2, 1 August
1928, pp. 13-14). Another early student from the al-Mashhor who went to Egypt was
Abdul Wahab Abdullah from Chemor, Perak. While in Egypt Abdul Wahab’s early stud-
ies was financed by Mustafa al-Halabi, the proprieter of a welk-known printing press
there. Abdul Wahab was the first Malay student to pass in the diploma Veterinary Sci-
ence in Egypt (see AlZbhwan, Vol. 3, No. 12, 16 August 1929, pp. 385-386; Semangat

Islam, Vol. 1, No 1, 1 November 1929).
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to Malaya and vice versa: The sudden suge & "
number of Malay students furthering their studies in Cairo was algg party 4,
to the uncertainties which developed in Makkah following the captyre . lh;
Holy City by Ibn Sa'ud in October 1924 and the dominating role ”

tated travel from there

Wahhabis."

The significant increase in the number of parents sending their sop ,
further their studies in Egypt was most evident from the middle of the 19
According to Roff, (quoting his information from Othman Abdullah, a conten.
porary Malay student who was then in Cairo), in 1925 alone there were no
fewer than twenty seven Malay students from British Malaya taking up res:
dence in Cairo, bringing their number there to about eighty. In the same year
it was also quoted that there were some two hundred or so students who came
from the Netherlands East Indies who studied at al-Azhar.”® The number of
Malay students in Cairo, however, fluctuated from one year to another and in

1930 their number was reported as about 120."°

17. Itis difficult to determine a comparative figure of the number of students o
further their studies in Egypt before and after the takeover of the Holy City by Tbn Saud
According to one source, in the early 1920s there were only 629 non-Egyptian $
studying at al-Azhar, of whom only seven were recorded as being catagorised i
compared to its student population of 9,757. See S.A. Morrison, “El Azhar TM‘ ble
’I:omorrow", The Moslem World, Vol. XV1, 1926, p. 137. This figure seems rathes
since existing accounts shows that the number was much higher. Roff put their ?
1919 as fifty or sixty Indonesians with an additional twenty from Malaya s So;o"‘-
Thailand. See William R. Roff, “Indonesian and Malay Students in Cairo it ¢
Indonesia, No. 9, April 1970, p. 74.

18. William R Roff, 7ke Origins of Malay Nationalism., p. 88; William R - ‘““m
and Times of Haji Othman Abdullah”, Pewswizw Seiarah, Vol. 1, No. 2 Dece™ bt
PP. 6364. The number cited by Roff is higher than that given by 2 con“’“‘pomd
count published in Sermax Askar and Pegasoh, which put the number of MM';“ :
lg:t:nesian students there during that time as.150 (see Servan AT WLT:‘&’
num:: lfQZS » P 12; Pemgasok, Vol. 8, No. 182, 1 November 1925, P cl:f)""dy -
s o Malay students studying in Cairo, however, has never bee? -
mdm‘mmmﬁablemordisavaihble. Eﬁsﬁmﬁmm‘"b”edw
- ﬂectio:a Which are subject to a considerable margin of ermo"
Temasek, Vo), 1, No. 6, August 1930, p. 115,
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The growing trend of an increasing number of young Malays of good stand-
ing applying for passports or nationality-certificates to enable them to pursue a
course of religious education in Cairo alarmed the British authorities in Ma-
laya. The concern stemmed from the latter perceptions of Cairo as a hot-bed of
anti<colonial and Muslim propaganda, and they tried to find ways of checking
the influx of Malay students going there. They were, however, faced with dif-
ficulties in finding a viable alternative solution, since there was a great demand
for qualified religious teachers, especially following the opening of more
madrasaks in Malaya®

The British were also aware that a policy of preventing young Malays from
proceeding to Cairo was impossible in the long run. Quiet discouragement had
been attempted, but could not continue indefinitely. In order to check the
problem two solutions were proposed. The first was the establishment of an
Islamic College in Malaya under government supervision, where students could
further their religious studies, rather than going to Egypt* This proposal,
however, received a mixed reception from the British administrators themselves.
Those officials who were against the proposal argued on the basis of the ex-
pense involved. Furthermore, it was argued that the success of such a college
would depend entirely on obtaining religious scholars of necessary reputation
and who could also be relied upon to remain loyal to the British government.
Nonetheless, the British officials who favoured the establishment of the cok
lege argued that, if it was successfully staffed, it would solve the anxiety now
being experienced. These officials also believed that the establishment of such
a college would probably be zealously supported by the rulers and by leading

Malays in Malaya.?
d by the British administrators was to

stance) Malay students to proceed to
institution where the British

The second proposal reoommende-
encourage (by means of pecuniary assiStnc”
Gordon College, Khartoum, which was 2 religious

inisteri to Amery, 10
20. CO 537/936, Mariott (Deputy Officer Administering the Gavemme;t')) Sy
October 1925; enclosure mmuw.rwim .32,

September 1925.
2. Jbid
2. /hd
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atively firm control. The college offered specialised instruction iy My

 the Qadé Training School which formed pan of "::
dents could enrol. Even though the propos;] i
ot practical by the British officials, athoug)

had vel
lim Religious Sciences i
college, in which Malay stu
considered, it Was regarded as n
s were mentioned.”

no specific reason
Concern towards the increasing number of young Malays going to Cair i
was also expressed by the Malay rulers. At the Durbar of Rulers held in Kuj

Kangsar in 1927, the Sultan of Selangor voiced his disapproval of sending Maly

boys to study in Egyph. and as an alternative, he too proposed the setting up

of a college of higher Islamic education locally. In voicing his cbjection, be
drew attention to his fears that these students while in Egypt were being &
posed to undesirable elements, which he believed served them no goods!' This
unfavourable view of sending Malay students to Caire to further their studis
continued to be held by the Sultan of Selangor, and at the November 196
meeting of rulers in Kuala Lumpur (not styled a Durbar), he again voiced his
concern that the Malay students while in Cairo would associate with oler
nationalities. which would lead to undesirable behaviour on their part whi
undergoing religious education there. Similarly, the Sultan of Perak also voied
his concern over the influence the students would have while they ¢ "
Egypt, and the consequences when these students returned (o Malaya. He ¥
particularly concerned that these students would harbour views which #¥*
undesirable {6 the government.®

The presence in Cairo of an increasing number of Malay e
from ail over the Malay World led to a pressing need for them to 100
their own welfare and to avail themselves to the necessary facilives:
cultural background and their relatively small numbers enabled the. o®

velop a close bond among themselves. This factor led to the fo

/

o o
%4, See Minutes of Durbsr: enclosure in Gle 1927 Pejabat Sult” 4
kﬂ““!: Malaysia (Kuala Trengganu Branch). day T Yoy
25. Minutes of Rulers Held at King's House, Kuala Lumput: O g mlﬁ’“np
November 1935, Kuala Lumpur: Government Printer, 1935, - %: G

Indonesian asd Malay Students,” pp. 74-75.

2. Pid
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association called akJamsiyyah alKhairiyvah al-Talabiyyah akAzhariyah al-Jawah
(The Welfare Association of Malay Students at the University of al-Azhar) in
19232 The first president of the association was a Sumatran, 1janan Taib.” As
the name indicates, the preoccupation of al-Jam<iyyah al-Khairiyyah during is
early years was to provide welfare services to its members. Immediately after
its formation, it embarked on a fund raising campaign in order to establish by
means of a Wagsa student hostel, which was a pressing need at that time, (o
be used by these students who came to study at the University of al-Azhar.*

The appeal for funds toward such an establishment was also supported by
Shaykh Rifaat alTahtawi al-Jawhari, who in support of the project wrote a letter
of appeal in Arabic and translated into Malay which was addressed to Muslims
in Malaya and Java.® Among prominent Muslim leaders to whom the appeals
were directed was Sayyid Hassan al-Attas, while (he latter was visiting Egypt
in 1923. The appeal was also published in the Malay daily newspaper, Lembaga
Melayw on 22, 23 and 24 janvary 1924 % The effort for the establishment of a
student hostel came to fruition when Sayyid Hassan bought and endowed a

26, See Serwan Azkar,Vol. 1, No. 2, Nov. 1925, p. 35

27. Others known to have held the post of President of the association are Raden Fathul
Rahman Kafrawy (December 1926-November 1927), Abdullah Aidid (November 1927-?) and
Haji Abu Bakar Ashaari (1930-32).

28. It appears that the appeals from al-Jamiyyah at-Khairiyyah for donations frequently
received an encouraging response. Through its journal Serxaw Azkar. the association
regularaly acknowledged the receipt of donations from individualsin Cairo and from Malaya
and Indonesia. See for example the acknowiedgement of the donation of £1 (Egyptian) every
month toward the organisation from [sa al-Babi al-Halabi (Serxan Askar. Vol 1, No. 2,
November 1925, p. 39) and a donation of £10 (Egyptian) by Sayyid Hassan Ahmad al-Artas
{Serman Aghar, Vol. 1, No. 4, January 1926, p. 74).

29, CO 537/931, Marriott (Governor's Deputy} to Amery, 1 April 1925; enclosure 7ke
Maigyan Bulivtin of Poitticol Intertiigence, No. 28, April 1925. Shaykh Rifaah al-Tahtawi was
particularty close to the Malay students in Cairo and took special interest in their welfare,
even finding them suitable gocommodation. See also Paxgasoh Vol. 7, No.159, 27 Novemnber
1924, p. 3.

30. CO 5377931, Marriott (Governor’s Deguty) to Amery., 1 Aprit 1925; enclosure 7he
Molapan Bulletin of Politioal Intelligency, No. 28, Apsil 1925,



house near the a-Azhar Mosque. He bought the property in May 1956 g,
his second visit 10 Cairo 1o attend the Caliphate Conference being helg theid

their welfare. another significant activity of p

Apart from looking after
lication of journals under the auspiceg of af

students in Cairo was the pu s
Jameiyyah al Khairiyyah. By and large the publication was directly influenceg

by the political journalism that flourished in Egypt in the late nineteenth 4
early twentieth centuries. It was this influence which initially encouraged th
publication of Jishad in January 1913. The latter was the first Malay journy
published there.® Jitihad was published fortnightly under the editorship of
Muhammad Bisyuni Imran, Ahmad Fauzi and Abdu! Wahid bin Abdullah wigy
Fadlullah Muhammad as its chief editor.™ Being also the first ever Malay jour.
nal published outside Malaya, Jttthad was a popular and widely distributed
journal. Generally, its publication was warmly greeted, but the issues it raised
were closely scrutinised by the Malay reading public in Malaya and even asfa
as Makkah™ [t is most likely that the journal did not survive beyond 1914

31, Serwan Askar Vol 1.No. 5. June 1626, p. 171, The house. which cost£10.00ard could
accommodate between forty and fifty students, was to be used asa hostel by Malay studens
from Malaya and Arab students from Hadhramaut.
32, Neracka, Vol. 3, No 66, 1 January 1913, p. 4. Since no copies of Triikad have S
vived, it is difficult to deterrnine exactly when it stopped publication. Information on B
journal can only be gleaned from the journal Meracks which received its copy:
receiving it, apart from offering its good wishes, the editorial board of A7
challenged Malay students who were studying in Europe to take 2 similar "“iwwm.
:;’:;)m being done by Malay students in Cairo, {Neracha, Vol. 3. No- 74, 26707
3. Neracka, Vol. 3, No. 66, January 1913, p. 4. o py O
i‘lbd For e:fam]‘ﬂe when /tikad published an article entitled “A Meaningful Cal R Ld
: ul Wahid bin Abdul Rahiman Talib suggesting that Malay parents shosl 9:;?‘”&
Children to further their study in Egypt, a polemic erupted. The suggestio” wied!
bynuml:lf others, K. Anang the editor of Aeracka itself, who argued that % e sdft‘“
alsoeruw:le onzwwb“‘alWJm. France and Germany. inanothe” ins;?:#m#;
ot MT isgue of Malay attire, when /ikad stressed the “‘ed {:;adfd gon
jotmal ot ﬂan:“ m'h" than imitating others, The article, which ** © wedard"i
from i"’o?;a:ed a barrage of criticigm in Malaya and eVeP e pok“‘"'
Mkl correspondence published by Aeracks o e

ghet!
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after about a year or s¢ of its publication and that its termination was due 1o
tack of funds.®

It is Serman Azhar, however, published by al-Jamriyyah atKhairiyyah, which
was by far the most impertant and the most significant journal published by
Malay students in Cairo. Serwan Azkar was first published in October 1925
with Djanan Taib as its chief editor.® Its director was Fathu} Rahman Kafrawy
and its editors were Ilyas Ya'acob and Abdu! Wahab Abdullah. Another of its
editors was Mahmud Yunus who wrote its first editorials. The address of the
journal was given as No. 8, Atfet al-Masri, al-Darrasah, Cairo and its subscrip-
tion fee was $3.00 or 4 Rps per annum. [ts administration was put under Haji
Othman Abdullah, who funded its publication using money supplied by his
father.¥ In his editorial, Othman Abdullzh wrote that the journal was named
Sernan Azkar (Call of the Azhar) because its aim was to call for awareness and
it was published by Malay students who were studying at aFAzhar University,
a welkknown institution attended by students from all over the world

Serwan Azkar ceased publication in May 1928 after publishing altogether
thitty one issues.® Na specific reason was mentioned for its sudden demise. A
close look at the functioning of the journal indicate that finance was the most
likely reason for its discontinuation, since the journal depended totally on sub-

Neracka, Vol 3, Na. 84, 7 May 1913; Vol 3, No. 92, July 1913; Val. 3, Ne. 100, 27 August 1913;
Vol, 3No.107. 15 October 1913; Vot. 3, No. 108, 220ctober 1913; Vol. 4, No. 115, 24 December
1513; Vo), 4, No. 119, 20 January 1914, For correspondence from Malay students in Makkah
on the polernics, see Mesacka, No. 108, 22 October 1913 and No. 15, 24 December 1913,

35, See alse Femgasok, Vol. 8, No. 182, 1 November 1325, p. 19.
36. His picture appears in the first issue of the Sevwax Askar. When the journgl was

fret published, he was oa & visit 10 Paris and his greeting of its pubkcation only ap-
Peared in the following issue, See Servom Ashar, Vol. 1 Na, 1, October 1525, p. 1.

37, William R Roff, “The Life and Times". p. 4.

3. Sersax Askar, Vol. 1, No. 1, October 1925, p. 12. .

3. The May 1928 issue of Serwan Askar was its No. 32. Thin happened since its 23rd &

24th issues were 3 combined issue.
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corptions for it operation.* " R )
exident, Since ) almost every edition, partic 1.|Ir|rly.m the latter issues, j) st 1,
appeal to its readers to pay up their dues. ““’_ J"“r“‘_’l Wits SO Ormitated gy
some of its subscriburs who [ailed o come Up with thefr payments that it -
published their names as a harsh renminder.* The financial consteain way eqy.
cially apparent in the Tast issue before it ceased publication, where ity plegs 1o,
payment were couched in a rhetoric call 1o support the: cause of Malay progres,
Again those subscribers who failed to pay their subscriptions were threateneg

with the publication of their names.®

Another likely reason for the demise of the journal was the shortage of
manpower as one after another of its pioneer editorial hoard completed ther
studies and returned home or applied for leave from their involvement hecaus:
of other commitments. This reality had 10 be faced by the journal right from
inception of its publication when six months after it first appeared its chief
editor, Djanan Taib, had to leave the journal for a new posl in Makkah. He
was replaced by Ilyas Ya'acob.* Six months later al the bexinning of its secané
vear two more of its edilors, Mahmud Yunus and Muhammad ldris a-Marba®
also left the editorial board owing to perscnal reasons.”

[n August 1927 Othman Abdullah wenl on leave to Paris®. Sub‘écq”"“q"
he aliso left Serwan Azkar and his name did not appear thereafter as an admi

3 - —
40, See Prngasok Vol.8. 182, | November 1925, p. 8. William R Roff, however. als oK%

that its teumination may have been contributed 10 by the splitin its editonal board spari
by ideological differences concerning the extent o which the journal shouid openty P
radical political causes, These differences ied to the desertion of 8 U o xﬂ !
editors who published arival journal, AHlekan Timoer. See William R Roft "0
Malay Studenis”, p. 86.

41 Serwanx Ashgr,Val. 2, No, 16, Sanuary 1927. p. 317.

42. See Serwom Azhar, Vol 3, No. 32, May 1928, p. 642.

43. See the decision No. 6
taken on 21 ¥ N g, Vol 1
1926, p. 103, ebruary 1926 in Serwan AAG
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44, o e
Serwan Azkar, Vol 2, No. 13, October 1926, p. 242. The meeting 10 appot® .
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istrator in following issues of the journal. At a meeting held on 2 September
1927, Mahmud Yunus was reinstated as the chief editor of the journal but again
asked to be relieved in February 1928% From March 1928 Muhammad Idris
a-Marbawi was appointed as its acting chief editor assisted by Abu Bakar
Ashaari, Ahmad Ataullah and Abdul Kahar Muzakkir until the journal ceased
publication in May 19284

Apart from manpower, financial and other internal problems, the difficul-
ties faced by Serwan Azhar were also compounded by the constraints posed
by colonial authorities for its publication and distribution. Comparatively Seruan
Azkar was viewed as a greater danger by the Dutch, as opposed to the British.
After several issues of its publication, the Dutch authorities came to a conclu-
sion that Seswan Azhar was politically inclined and was a source of potential
danger to their administration.** As a result, in 1928, on the advice of the Dutch
Consul-General in Cairo, the Governor-General banned the journal from enter-
ing the Netherlands East Indies. Even though Sermax Azkar had only three
hundred subscribers there, compared to seven hundred in Malaya, the ban
retarded the progress of the journal and sent a shock wave to the Malay siu-
dents in Cairo.¥

In addition to banning the journal from entering Indonesia, the Dutch also
influenced the Egyptian government to take stern measures toward its publica-
tion. Under its pressure, in April 1928 the Egyptan Government decided to
deliver a strong warning to Serwan Azkar aver its political inclination. In order

46.  Serwan Azkar, Vo). 3, No. 25, October 1927, pp. 403-406; Serwan Azkar, Vol 3. No: 29,
February 1928, p. 576,

47. See Serwan Azkar, Vo). 3, No. 30, March 1828, pp. 593-534. Even though Muhammad
Idris al- Marbawi was appointed acting chief editor at the meeting of the joumal held on 17
February 1928, his name was printed as “chief editor” on the frant page of Servar Azkar
£. For a discussion on what was believed by the Dutch authorities as the political
inclination of Sevxaw Aehay, see Mohammad Redzuan Othinan, “The Middle Eastern
influence on the Development of Religious and Political Thought in Malay Society, 1880-
19407, PhD Theis, University of Edinburgh, 1994, pp. 273-276.

49. Taufik Abdullah, Sokaot and Politics: Kawm Muda Movement ix m&mm {1927
1933), Ithaca, New York. Cornell Modern Indonesia Project. Monograph Senies, March

1971, p. 147.
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to calm the situation, the new editor of the journal under Muhammgyg M 1
Marbawi agreed to let the Dutch Consul to censor its manuscripts Before b,
ing published.”

During its two and half years of life. Seruan Azkar, however, proveq 1, be
a popular and widely read journal, with subscribers and distributing agents
found all over Malaya and in the Netherlands East Indies® Apart from being
distributed by these agents, the journal was aiso requesied by individualg ¢ jp
the case of one reader who ordered one hundred copies of the journal's firgt
issue,™

In October 1927, Seruan Azkar was joined by another monthly journal
Prilekan Timoer (Choice of the East).® Filekan Timoer, however, was banned
rght away in the Netherlands East Indies. The publication of the journal,
which caused much anxiety to the Dutch, led their Consul in Cairo to wam the
British High Commissioner in Egypt about its “revolutionary character” and to
advise them that it should be banned in Egypt and also Malaya™ In Apri
1928, the British yielded to Dutch pressure and at the suggestion of the Brit

ish High Commissioner, the Egyptian government decided to ban the public
tion of Pilehan Timoer on its s0il.®

50. 75, pp. 147-148,

51. See Pengasok, Vol. 8, No. 182, 1 November 1925, . 8. For a list of its disibyd®
agents in Malaya, see Serwan Azkar, Vol. 2, Nos. 23 & 24, August & Septembet 1923
52. See the letter of Tengku Abdul Kadir of Kota Bharu who wished to buy one bt
dred copies of the irst issue of Serwaw Azkar (Serwan Azksr, Vob. 1, No- 11 August
1926, p. 217). See also the acknowledgement of the receipt of the amount of S8/ 7
the editorial board of Serwan Azkar and the sending of one hundred copies of the

: O
print of the first issue of the journal as requested. (Serwan Azkar. Vol 2, No. 13,
ber 1926, p. 255).

; jout
53. Apart from /tikad, Servan Askar and Piekan Timoer, there were two ofie!

nals believed 10 have been published by Malay students in Cairo. One was m”;eoﬁ"
edited by Abdullah Aidid and Ahmad Azhari which appeared for four issues

ueh
was Merdeha published by the International Student Club of Cairo and edited by w . I

: Wil
Tahir. No information on the date and contents of the journals is available- Set

R Rofl, “Malay and Indonesia Students”, p. £ (fcotnote 36).
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55. /dd, p. 149. See also “Pemberitahuan Dari Pejabat Pilehan TimoeT
Kaherah®", Af7k4zax, 16 December 1928,
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In an announcement published in the wurnal gi-lehwan, Fichan Timoer
acknowledged in a statement released by llyas Ya'acob and Mukhtar Luth on
19 October 1928 as stating that it had (o stop publication under a directive of
the Egyptian government.® ‘The siatement. however, did not elaborate why
such a directive was given. Despite the fact, Roff however believed that Zdekan
Timoer ceased publication because of lack of funds.” Before it ceaxsed pubhi-
cation, Flekan Timoer managed 10 appear in eight issues with the last issue
appearng in October 1928. Like Serwar Azhar. Piiehan Timoer was also a
popular and a widely read journal with distributing agents found in Sumatra,
Java, Bormeo and almost every state in Malaya >

Apart from publishing journals, certain Malay siudents in Cairo also estab-
lished their own printing presses, encouraged by the availabitity of the facili-
ties there. The first publisher ever established by Malay students in Cairo was
al-Matba‘ah al-ittihadiyah, set up by Fadlullah Muhammad in 1914.% The most
successful Malay publisher, however, was al-Matba ah al-Marbawiyah founded
by Muhammad ldris al-Marbawi in 1927.% In 1927, the Malay students in Cairo
also established another publisher, Maba‘ah alkTaqaddum, its pioneering work
being the printing of the journal Alekan Timoer®

The 1820s and 1930s saw Malay students in Cairo engaging with mult-
faceted activities, like setting up organisations, publishing journals and estab-
lishing printing presses, apart from their principal occupation of acquiring re-
ligious knowledge. Despile the fact that their numbers were relatively small
and that they totally depended on their parents for support, they proved to be

56, Al7bkwan. 16 December 1928, “Pemberitahuan Dari Pejabat Pilehan Timoer Di Mesir

ak-Kaherah™, pp. 126127.

57. William R. Rof, “The Life and Times", p. 64.

S8, See Alekan Timoer, Vol. 1, No. 1, October 1927 {back page).

58.  Meracka, Vol. 4. No. 124, 25 February 1914, p. 3. For the company constilution of
m' - . ’ nges

the peinti g Neracka, Vol. 4, No. 125, 4 March 1924, pp. &

60, p::duxah al-Qari, Serob Hidup 7ué Kenals, Kota Bharu. Pustaka Aman Press, 1967, p.

13,

61, Pilmkan Theroer, Vol. 1, No. 1 October 1927.p. 16.
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a creative and progressive group of students. These students also proved thy
they were ahead of Malay students in other centres of learning, for example -
Makkah and elsewhere especially in terms of creativity and initiatives. The .
knowledge and experience obtained by these students while in Cairo proved 1o

be a meaningful asset for when they returned home they continue their strug.
gle to bring about social changes in their society.



