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Abstract

Relations between China and Ara_bic-scs)eaking countries have been strong from anticw_ity to the
present, and the Silk Road has bridged the past and established a bridge between Chinese and
Arabic cultures, with language as the key to overcoming communication barriers. The study
used a quantitative comparative research approach. This article compares philosophical
proverbs and P]opl_JIa_r expressions concerning the concept of diligence in Chinese and Arabic
and analyses the similarities and differences In their meanings. It aims to analyze and compare
the rhetorical styles, images and rhythms used in Chinese and Arabic proverbs about the
philosophy of 'diligence to stimulate the minds of language learners and to foster cultural
exchange and communication between China and the Arab world in the context of intercultural
communication, with the aim of ignite a bright civilizational spark in support of global cultural
exchange and integration.
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‘Learning without thinking leads to confusion; thinking
without learning leads to peril.’
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‘If one does not work hard in youth, one will regret it in
old age.’
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‘Constant effort can achieve the impossible.’
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‘Great achievements come from the accumulation of
small efforts.’
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‘Excellence comes through hardship and perseverance.’
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‘Live and learn.’
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“You reap what you sow.’
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‘As you sow, so shall you reap.’
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‘Where there is a will, there is a way.’
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‘Late nights and early mornings are the proper times for

study.’
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‘Only after great effort does one obtain true value.’
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shao zhuang
young.strong
'Prime of youth'
SA s

[20]%j(

lao da

old.age

'Old age / advanced years'
Ssaall Ja

R

bu

NEG

‘Not'

Y

2

ta

in vain
'In vain / futilely'
(23 5 )

nu li

strive

"Strive / make an effort'
S

Ak

shang bei
grief.sorrow
'Grief and sorrow'
o

[25] 2
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study

'Study / learn’

o2

[26] ‘E‘l‘j\

S1

think

"Think'

B

271

wing

be confused

"To be confused and gain nothing'
i)

121 54

dai

be endangered

"To be in peril/ to suffer harm/ to be exhausted mentally’

[SSL X}

[29] — /45

y1 fen

BOLAN, TG L.

bu...wu yi...

NEG...N.POSS NEG.able...

'If not...then there is no way to...'
LS Y Al

BU Fh.. 45...

zhong...dé...

sow.V reap.V/harvest.V

'"To sow... and so to reap.../as you sow, so shall you reap'
Ldas A e )

92 5|

dao lao

until.P old.A

'Until old age/ till the end of one’s life'
)._\S:ﬁ Ladic
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B3tz

geéng yin

plough and weed.V/toil.V

"To plough and weed/ to toil/ hard work'
g0

i

shou huo

harvest.N/ gain.N

‘harvest/ gain/reward/returns'
das

E1L

jI

accumulate.V

"To accumulate/ to amass/ to build up’
oS

6] 37

huo

live.V

"To live/ to be alive'

Uie

ERON

ping z&

level and oblique tone.N
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2/ ey omland) Sp oY) L) Oazs 5 5/ g R /chéng/" O

'Ji/chéng/" s " /zhe/" el ox (23 L) BLoYL LAl olee ] Olexs "R /sus/
ISy Jodd 5613 e oo Bl gl & sl aslace de Oy~ & R/sus/y Vr xa)t SIS
ol

‘Level and oblique tones binary tonal categories in classical Chinese prosody'
_%y&ﬁhbygﬁuauﬁéhﬁggm}&@ﬂ%*&;&ﬂw&{gBA

38 pi )

chéng

succeed.V

"To succeed/ to come true/ to be accomplished'
Las

%91 2

X1

excl.PTCL

'O (exclamatory particle)/ ah/oh/ indicating a pause or lyrical exclamation’

B yuh Alaad) JaS) Jadd caana Jima 2a gy Y

[40] %

zh¢

NMLZ

'‘One who/ he who/ the person who'

[41] :’%:\'f

sud

seek.V/explore.V

"To seek/ to explore/ to search for'
rc
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[?

A g el SRR, BE R R WIR I BRI . B

jintian de shibai, huoxii zhi shi wei mingtian de

chénggong zuo pidian

today.N GEN failure.N perhaps. ADV only. ADV ~ ((Y:1e)lps sls s
COP for.PREP tomorrow.N GEN success.N make.V pl131)

foundation.N
‘Today's

failure may be the foundation for
tomorrow’s success.’

A ) g e et SRR BE BB, 1
qiuzhi cong yaoldan dao fenmu
seek-knowledge.VV from.PREP cradle.N until.PREP

grave.N

‘Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave.’
el 3 s M tslbt SR, BRI AE R E .
qiuzhi, ndpa yuan zai Zhongguo
seek-knowledge.V even-if. CONJ farADJ be-atV — (2022)cxess sy o5

China.PN

‘Seek knowledge even if it is far away in China.’

g ol e Josen ¥ HEHFHFER. 4

you zhi zhe shi jing chéng (Yoo A) s sls 52
have.V ambition.N person.N matter.N finally. ADV 303)
succeed.V p
‘Where there is a will, there is a way.’

Bpllly adly faall iy - YK E TS Sa i LUE. ¥
chénggong laizi yu shigan, qinfén hé chizhiyihéng
success.N come-from.V hard-work.N diligence.N C(reon) s sl 52
and.CONJ perseverance.N p280)

‘Success comes from hard work, diligence, and

perseverance.’
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Zld Al s IR HEA] . 4
Jjianchi jiu shi shengli (Yo A) o s 52
perseverance.N exactly. ADV COP victory.N p212)
‘Perseverance is victory.’
Lot or BEFRAEATT. Y
Jjianchi jitt néng rumén ((reon)lsn sls 52
persevere.V then.ADV can.MOD enter.V gateway.N p215)

‘Persistence i 1s the ke% to mastery.’
el e sl s K, BUKHZ . 1

di shui chéng hé, ji shui chéng dud (Yo M)l ol 52
drop.V water.N become.V river.N accumulate.V 173)
water.N become.V abundance.N P

‘Many small contributions make a great whole.’

e b e BRI, R, 1B
ruo xidng chiizhong, bi dang aoye
if. CONJ want.V outstanding.ADJ mustMOD stay- ~ C(Y++A) lss sts 5
up-late.V pl51)
‘Those who seek excellence must be willing to
sacrifice comfort.’
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