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Abstract

This study addresses the problem of modern terminology in projects of Islamization of
knowledge, considering it one of the most significant epistemological challenges facing
contemporary Islamic thought. The research aims to examine the concept of modern
terminology across Western and Islamic contexts, and to uncover the problems that arise
when such terms are transferred without semantic and critical deconstruction. The study
employs a integrative approach methodology, using terminological analysis to investigate the
most prominent modern terms commonly employed in the discourse of Islamization of
knowledge. Particular focus is given to terms such as ummah, civil state, democracy,
fundamentalism, and capitalism, which serve as examples of the divergence between the
original semantic load of these terms and their contextual usage in Islamic thought. The
findings reveal that the central issue does not lie in the lexical form of the terms themselves,
but rather in the epistemological and philosophical backgrounds imported from the Western
context—backgrounds that may conflict with the Islamic conception of the universe,
humanity, and life. The study demonstrates that the uncritical adoption of these terms leads to
confusion between Islamic concepts and modern socio-political notions, resulting in semantic
disruption and weakening of Islamic referential authority.
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